
Sisters of the Empress…



A new emergent order…
Though it can trace its roots back almost as long as the 
Empire is old, in terms of the veneration of the Empress as a 
living deity, until recently The Sisters of the Empress could 
not be described in any other fashion than as a cult. In 
recent years, however, it has begun to transform and is now 
a prominent religious movement. From the beginnings of 
Empire, there has always been a push in terms of the official 
narrative that the Empress herself is ‘special’ in some way, 
and this has been championed by the authorities, being 
wrapped up in the pomp and ceremony of Empire, to promote 
her as an almost mythic figure. Thus, it does not take much 
for certain individuals from a population who, if they do 
not already adore her, at least cherish her being with 
affection, to succumb to the human need to worship and 
idolise and focus this need on her, thus elevating her to a 
level of divinity. Although downplaying this worship, the 
Empire has never suppressed the cult, merely monitored it, 
finding itself in the difficult position of not really knowing 
how to deal with this movement as they do not wish to put 
themselves in a position to say that the Empress is NOT 
divine. It would be true to say then that the current state of 
affairs, particularly with the cult’s burgeoning popularity, is 
a thorn in the Empire's side, but possibly a self-inflicted one. 

Over time The Sisters of the Empress has grown with its 
ranks swelling but not overly so, so it is now possible to find 
small sections of many communities identifying with the 
Sisterhood. Although not fully organised there is a more 



centralised basis in the capital of J'ah Ga noor who have 
recently become more prominent as a collective, and have 
become more visible, vocal and proselytising, opening ‘Chapter 
houses’ in certain sections of the city and recently purchasing 
and converting a building (‘The Main Chapter House’) into 
a convent.

With this recent beginning of systematic organisation of a 
group within the capital it appears that they have begun to 
instigate a formal calendar of worship, with 'holy days' & 
special 'festivals' throughout the year. With the anniversary 
of the Volduron Uprising ~ something which in their 
mindset would be akin almost with blasphemy ~ it appears 
that a small contingent of nine Sisters is preparing to make a 
pilgrimage to Volduron, specifically the abandoned village of 
Ajbury to recognise Arya as a martyr & her son Zerin as 
a saint. It is likely that after this first sortie, the pilgrimage 
will become institutionalised within the Sisterhood & 
increase in frequency and numbers.

Dressed in white samite and walking barefoot, the route will 
take the Sisters on the old roads past Lake M’Armure and 
Ha, ultimately to the downgraded section of the old Imperial 
Highway running past the Silver Moon Inn. Cognisant of 
this pilgrimage, the Imperium have sent a courrier to alert 
the garrision commander Tarth Gor at Aj’Torvahl barracks 
requesting that he ‘receive, accompany, & protect the 
pilgrims and allow access to the village of Ajbury for the 
purposes of calm and pious contemplation’. It is 
quote:“imperative that the Pilgrimage be conducted & 
concluded without incident & the ladies of the Sisterhood 
are extended courteousy & charity whenever appropriate.”





The Imperial Seal…
By whatever means she has managed to do so, Abbess Usia has  
obtained an official ‘blessing’ for the pilgrimage, having 
acquired an Imperial Seal of Freedom. The seal will not be 
recognised by most commoners but any within the employment 
of the Imperium will understand its significance, being, it is 
said, a direct diktat from the Empress herself, and a statement 
to any that the bearer or bearers of the seal may operate in 
effect with impunity. Any who hold the seal and present it 
must be assisted by whatever means necessary to allow them 
to fulfill their task. The seal is usually presented in an 
unadorned but secure wooden box, to preserve and extend its 
lifetime, wax stamped onto a wooden board. Beneath the board 
will be a parchment describing the nature of the bearers’ task 
or endeavour, though by formality, the parchment itself is 
rarely checked or read, the authority of the seal itself being 
enough to provide unquestionable assistance. 

It would be true to say that the presentation of such a symbol 
of authority would be enough to make the most seasoned 
employee of the Imperium nervous, for to err by any means 
in the duty to assist the bearer would be seen as a direct insult 
to the Empress herself. With the heady emotional cocktail of 
fealty, admiration and authority mixed with the possibility 
of losing one’s livelihood if things go wrong, it is obvious why 
such a presentation would provoke anxiety.

As ‘leader’ of the pilgrimage, Sister D’gwyn is responsible for 
the seal’s security.


