


Nofes on tﬁe volduron
Ufrising...

“...Much debate surrounds the true motivations of House
Volduron’s defiance. The official narrative sugyests an inevitable
clash born gf arrogance and a desire to rival the Imferium. Yet
scrutiny of the house’s activiies reveals a more nuanced picture
~ one where ﬂreign contracts and unsanctioned u[[iances could
bave cam_t}/zed'  fears within the ru[ing class of Or. The
unfortunate destruction of Volduron’s archives and [ifraries only
Surther olicures our understanding of their true intentions...”

CThe Hubris of Volduron: A study on Rebellion and

Mercenary Culture in Or, Emel Kbarad (imperial Historian)



rIEe volduron U (1984 N.C,) : A Dark (bapter in
oo e by Cr

The reign of Empress Ga& fa Meera X1V, marked by both
sfaﬁt[tf)/ aud moments of intense fa[mm[ wpheaval, bas seen
many thallenges to the authori f the Empire. Amon tﬁese,
the N olduron U ising stands out as a articular fy darh,
chapter ~ a_stark reminder of the ‘{angers that arise when
anibition and power, [_cﬁ uncheched, intertwine.

CThe Rise of House Volduron

House Volduron known as a Lesser House within the
inricate fofitimf fandscape gf or had, over the centuries,
mrvec{ out 4 unique f[ace Sfor itself throu 5 a combination o
mifitary  prowess, " mercenary " activi and strategic
mm:es nown for their formu{ab'[e wu‘e uom[ House
Vo uron was offen com m to House cm, another
bouse wi 5uto of sanctioned “ﬁy ord activities,
Unlike Dmﬁaa'[(g wﬁo remamec[ [9/4[ to the Empire and
%ne;{ eir military services with Imperial interests,
:{uron emtec{ ond Or’s borders, serving as
mercenams_g'e o?g;r world Powers while maintaining 4
frotecfed' 68¢Jf1uarters within the Empire.

CThis strateqic arrm?emmt a[[owe;{ House Volduron t
amass stgnyéant wealth es% nd an extensive network
of influence. Their successes road' ranted them a level gf
astononty, uncommon among the Les.fer Houses, makin

4 fowe trul and unfrec{w‘;aﬁ[e force within the 10 u‘u:a[



[and}m Lj Or. However, this autononty also bred ambition
that slow by 5¢3tm to turn into defiance.

CThe Pursuit of the Arcanc and the Forbidden

As their power grew, if was said that the beads of House
Vo[c[uron 551 j their focus rom meve wealth accumu
to more esofem rsuits, “Wh ispers wwﬁm tﬁe fo mm
comd'ors of J'ah"Ga Noor suggested that the bouse b

ed an insatiable a ippetite Jor cmcu.’nt textf, for5
t‘omcs and gelics of a fy became patrons gf
scholars, ¢ ﬁcﬁ:tors of [ost%now c, a1id, most cfangerou{[y,
seckers of arcane rysteties,

Using their accumulated wealth and military assets, House
volduron beqan tﬁsfatcﬁmg soldiers and ageiits on dangerous
missions to fgaotten ruins, desolate tombs, ‘and remote Socales
~ ventures Enown amo those in the hnow as “retrievals”
or c(ungeon crawls.” The exact nature of their findings
vemains obscured EtstoD/, but it is said that whatever th
unearthed sfarée 4 céange in the house’s demeanour.

seeds of Rebellion and Deflance

In the c years fcm{t up to the u rm House Vo[Jurons
bebavizur 5ecame mcrecm [ bo ;{ an c%%nt
fo rgfuse f ‘{ymem‘ of taxes, €s,

tn u‘wnal:y owed to the Ens ress, citin vague gnevances tﬁm‘
masked c{afer discontent. Behind c[o.qed‘g doots, Yumours spread
that tﬁgf ad uncovered Jangerous secrets ~ truths that could



threaten tﬁe very foundations of the Emp me q5m5 the
nafure;f ese .m a.m{ Secrets was never [pu fy c[osec{
the

it would seem _?/ Zvere enougﬁ 5ouses
growing isolation am[ vébellious stancs

CThe volduron Uprising

Despife sevem[ di f[omatw etttwns from the E mpire,
refeatedl' st‘m ent o ues, House Vol uron
vemained, obs nate %n between Vofc{uron and the
Empire escalated, cu[mmou‘m in the cmon to send an
gﬂi‘fmf envoy accomfanm[ a 5ma[ detach ment of ﬁ ve
50 um ~ a synibolic restmmecf esture of I cmf
authority rather Han a gensting f oree. Hawever, wpon
arrival, the soldiers were ki [ow [ was
o tum{ mfmoned' and tortured thﬁm e Volduron
estate.

When no report came back from the first envoy, a secom{
retinue was dispatched é/ the Empire fo investigate
situation. Upori reaching the area, the second retmue
discovered what apﬁemc{ ) be a 5amftt attacé with the 5on5
of the first soldiets strewn about b ut no sign of the

is Scene of course was a ruse st ouse Vo[ S ron £
fobricate the appearance of om in te Tmp em envoy
and, when confronted by the seco eny re ardi tﬁ’

whereabouts of the gﬁm[ and bis escort, House Vo[ uron
denied that the mf am{ bis retinue bad ever arrived af
their e.fmte, c tmt‘;t‘g ﬂnomnce 0 fﬁar wﬁerea50ut5
Susfncwus of House Volditron’s evasive answers and sensing



sometﬁt amiss, the secom{ envoy covertly sent a messe
ac to 7358 Imp erial authorities to rgo on the tgot‘enfm ly
stfuatwn Upon recewm s r f, e,
? wrther escalation am[ oten dfor vebellion,
5«: it 1o ﬁzmg near amsans an frq:m 4 [mger orce
_for @ swift response i reflmre

The entire sifu Jfrom the fomt of view of House
volduron unravelled due to a sirit [e oversight ~ t5 bad
not considered that servants sometzmes en‘?gem{ the” main
buildin tﬁrm‘gﬁ ) [on‘g access tunnel rather than the main
gates. fxlﬁu tutine ‘mufa{ @ toufe that bypassed the main
arms of the estate, a maid A rya dar Vel to witness
the tmfmona{ official without bei mu‘m detected, Hav
discovered the tortured official am mware of the arrival o (%
second envoy, the mai attermp ted to alert the eny

truth. However, she was e turec{ before she could % so muf

was subse mur red in 4 manner most gruesome fo
Preventﬁ from revm[mg what she had_found.

Lafer that m‘gﬁt it was, am throwh this tunne[ that tﬁe
maid’s 5on, noact bis mot% ad not refurned,
ventured out to c{eJ[t ver 5er more foo:{ assummg that ber tasks
and servzces 544[ 5een extm&c{ as ad may times 5gfore
As be mw iated a:s 6, 69/ stumble upon the 5on
gf bis mo er mu{ tﬁe sﬁ 5m conscious ﬁﬁM[ Overcone
with fu a gm_ﬁ and rwm @/ a burning desive for
reve tﬁe estate’s g)/out, be utilized bis
‘% e b evm{e secun , enter the main chambers Ef the
_famt by eads, and butcher - several sewior members efore
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f[m [mwng chaos to seed fmmc and consternation throu 35
the Eouseﬁo[c{ and its remaining (eadersh if.

th6 the night ey ipting into mt‘ ~ an unusual and overl
sus icious Sg 0 cmumstances ~ the second envoy Jt{fmfc
4 mfer to alert the circli Imfem[ troops,”™ ‘who 5avm3
advanced under the cover of darbness were awaiting orders,
With the estate’s c{eﬂnses i erm , and an orderto 5rem:6
the estate, the Im erial troops .mw an rtum
founched a 1a u{ am{ overwhelmi amugf ¢ Jug
and coon{matwn the atmcé [e :‘ge usua 5135[ lf d
and  co-ordinated Volduron orces U fo 1’85 ond
ctively, and thoush the ensiing battle [asteJ for sevem[
s it was considered a swift contlusion to sphaf could have
transformed into [o and drawn out reEeff CThe estate
Was sy segcmt[ by razcd to f{groum[ and with u‘, the [?“9/

of House Voldiiron was erased from the 51.«‘02}/ of the EnpiTe

Rg‘[ection and qfttmatﬁ
It is mjf[; believed that House Vo[c{uron s vebellious actwns

stemmed Trom their amasse wm ) i fits fower, and a
sense of bubris that fy could rival t‘? g bt of
Imperium, However, tﬁo.fe who bave studied the g;rsona[ttm
and details surrounding this event c[ose[ n whether
this was tru_t}/ their sole motivation. Whi mom doubt that
fm[e alone ould bave driven such c{g‘iance, few alternative
theories have ‘gomm{ traction, [mvmg the true impetus for the

gﬂoﬂe& those who question the official natrative,

m uncertambz



CThe sto gf the maid’s son, Terin del Atys, 5oweve1; was
articuld r fowe 1ful. Hew ortrgya{ ds a tragic yet noble
%urz wh 0, Ariven m ana @ Sense o ustwe, o0k matters
into his own 5am£< Hu actions in destabilizing the Vo[c{uron
estate were fmmeJ as & CouTAgeons service to the Empire by a
af vasm[ Recogmzm tgpotentm[ to 5amess bis stozy to

$ eng en their narmhve, e Imperium invited the youn
manto the capital, There, in a ‘gmm{ fuﬂ'w cerembity, be
was Lnighted é/ Empress Ga@ (s "Meera bersel, 5ecommg a

Knight gf the Empire and a symbol of loyalty ind bravery.
C[Ee 5 % the son was a masterstroke g£ Imfemf
nig

elevatin mz Srom a bumble bac groum{ to
t‘ﬁe mn 0 oa e Tmperium was able t0 reinforce
the idea at om sacr.iﬁce for the Empire wotj d be
rewar;[eJ His 5 Etéooc{ became a wtd'e'l}/ celebrated tale
mansfmtt ? even the most ord; mary citizen coutj
achieve grmfness um{er the Empress’s rule,

However, Jerin, d'e [ scarred fﬁe trauma, of his mother’s
death and the vw[ence 6: committed, struggled fo adapt to life
af court. Despite bis new status, be faum{ it mfo.mﬁ[e to
reconcile bis ersonaf foss with the fo[mcs and vacuity of
noble [_tﬁ’ vem‘ua[ be wttMr from ﬂtﬁ[u: View
re eatt to f remote om‘ [o{' e northern. Athuilles, where e

[ Gives m relative isolation~a so[ttaD/ ﬁgure
wéose Sto 5emme both a sourcel?f inspiration and & warning
to those 1ho mt‘gét consider vebellion agamst the Emfm

overall, the amf[mg of the Volduron Uprisin @ the
imperium provided both o demonstration of “seren gt5 wmd a



reaffirmation of the divine rigﬁt of the Empress to rule without
fluesﬁon.

“...By decree of Her Imferiu[ Majesty, Ga@ [a Meera, [et it be
Enown that the insurgents of House Volduron, who dared defy the
rt;gég(u[ rule gf o, bave met their - justice. The ﬂames that
consumed their estate serve as & warning to ol who may barbor
treasonous thoughts. Let the tale of the young knight, born of bumble

origins yet raised to noﬁi[i_ty for bis service to the Empire, be a beacon

of 5ofe to ol @af subjects.”

Official Proclamation of EMPIRE from the archives of J'al Mara
Biel
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considere mcm t be a mas erfect in
composifiog, tone am{ symbolism - b 5[ fing Me lar’s
subi .féf[c as om arast Em‘ doi 50 in a momner which
d'oes not remove the viewer from toe scene, but rather draws
them c{e er fo confem ;Y[ate, iven their Enow[e 4 gf the

conftext, tﬁe meommg esent.

So[emmg is t5£ won{ most gften associated with the
exfemnce 0 vwm ;wce and indeed unJersfanc{t ¢
actf surroundi (duron U Sin om moreover

mz fications a ge event, not on[ or the individuals
involved in it, but also for the E%tft?‘e itself, Jevcfg:s an
emotional resonance for the viewer wbich exceeds that o
most hnown paintirigs, bring many to tears when ey
rst aze fﬁn itin tﬁe u ness gf s .ff[em{our within the

Imfem Ga

e L

ndscape ~the devastation caused by the brutal murder of
bis mother ?lzya dar Ve[ Graciousty above bim,
emfatﬁetim 1y mirrorin this emotional state the Enmpress
berself. 1¢ would seem then that both bow their bead in ‘grief
~ 4 shaved mowrning, af [egst that is one amonqst mart
intnfretations that natura, by arise. A ‘grief tﬁergfore at is



Tt g inol 57 e by O

The freme instant men 6 {ﬂ, thus apﬁeom to show
the b mm a ot5 Kntight afid Em ress in ‘gm_ﬁ jet Yemove
the context and [ook, ?tﬁu scene purely in terins of
cevemonial s _)fmﬁoftsm and another mfey etou‘wn vesents
ttfe[f to the vwwer Avre we not thne.m the sué[mtwn 0
the ndvidual su []ect before the u[t‘mmte Yepresen atwe of
Empite, bilst also the bumility and supp ication of

Enipire to the m:{wu{ua[ ~ edt tﬁergﬂre reliant ufon am{
bovind in service to the other? Each seems to understand,
shoulder, and embrace the others’ eafrpemnce And between
them? That m&fec{ at the moment by the Empress, a
sword, a sym of of the power and mgﬁt of the mfem[
Arm.)/

But refum to tﬁe bistorical context omc{ is this fymﬁo[ about

dgasse to th ou man ~ who could be Considered
mental in arﬁ what cou[r{ 5owe evo[vecf into

mi u‘a cou ~ notnow a symbol o owera securi

but one 0 thgence and ambifion tE tﬁe very mi’;cteﬁ 0 f

causation o sing itself, the very essence of the qrie

that we wt'gtesﬂ ﬁﬂ ngg [ td;t both .«Delm to be 4

contemf atmg

Aqain we could continue.. . Nofice that the bowing of tne

g (4 that: the b th
Empress mig bt in part be due to the wetgét of the sworc{ that
she bolds - tﬁe burden of ruli ﬂfus 7} frov ing
protection to her subjects - am}g at %l Arys, vt

performed the beroism that bas led bim to v cereniony,



amu{}t the [oss of bis i mnoccnce, How fm'lfy understands the
tgf that resfanst i tfy and regresentaﬁve gf the
(gfu faBion as a whole fym olises the realisation o
¢ W 5t of 1 fonstit[ ity that the Empress berself sﬁou[ s
on 5e a 0 aff CThe scene can fﬁere ore seett as 4
meditafion, on the nature o ower and collective
responsibifity t[t , and that without this 5a[ance there is oné/
chios and mun{er Am{ tﬁus, 5mtcc{ af via the mrgfu[
construction of 5 £we tm ular comvosman of
tﬁe t‘w%g wres wﬁwﬁ[e s the viewer’s aze slow 5ut
inexorably to the im emf crown, shadowed and overing,
ositioned such tﬁm‘ 1t too seems to be [end'mg its wng5t t‘o
furfﬁcr bow the bead of the Empress, we bave this HIESSHYE te-
emfﬁomm{ in a manner most sub tlf

should ve e[;{ as mom‘e Tece, but more
mz ortam e messages fﬁm‘ i c{e[wers to the viewer should
e oaotten

Yes, The Xn {gﬁn erin del Arya by Tosa Mel'ar

Lmé five 5er Hgﬁmxs the g[omus Ga@ (o meeral All bail
mfress

Elorian Gasparr
(2000 N.C.



